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Welcome, On February the 8th, 2019, to coincide with the opening of the official Nelson 
Mandela exhibition in London and African-American History Month, we are hosting a 
wonderful exhibition entitled Faith. Legacy. Gratitude. The Journey. which will open at 
the cavespace gallery in Pimlico, London.


This will be the African-American artist, Charles R. Dudley’s first London exhibition 
featuring his unique technique of creating beautiful 3D artworks by recycling or up-cycling 
objects and materials.


Inspired by the Nelson Mandela’s Centenary Global celebration, Charles R. Dudley 
finished a 3D artwork featuring Nelson Mandela, which he began on the day after Nelson 
Mandela’s passing on the 5th December of 2013. 


In 2018, a Bitcoin company invited Charles to exhibit the artwork for a Nelson Mandela’s 
Centenary Birthday celebration being held at the Senate Office in Washington DC on July 
18th, 2018.



The artwork did not make it to the 3-hour event in Washington, but Charles attended. Mr. 
Mninwa Johannes Mahlangu, the South African Ambassador expressed interest in 
Charles’s artwork for the Embassy and several people were fascinated by the video How 
Shakespeare inspired Nelson Mandela and how Nelson Mandela inspired Charles R. 
Dudley featuring a selection of Charles’ artwork. 



Charles has created a wealth of artworks that include collages, paintings, masks, and 
hand cut paperwork from 1967 until the present.



Chapeau Claudette was also deeply moved by the Nelson Mandela’s Centenary Global 
celebration, and the words of the Nelson Foundations’ Chief Executive Sello Hatang, who 
said the centenary program must inspire a values-based society. 


The Foundation wanted the values of integrity, passion, respect, service, transformation, 
and transparency to be the pillars of society.


“These are the values we as the Foundation live by and we should transfer [them] to our 
daily lives if we are to make a meaningful contribution to society.” It’s the Foundation’s 
duty to bring it to people through living by these values.



The launch of the two-year centenary program took place on the Nelson Mandela’s 
release date 11th February 2017. The program saw the roll-out of many activities in 2017, 
all over the world, ranging from education and the arts to exhibitions and sports.


In December 2018 whilst struggling with clearing her flat and being conscious of the 
environmental impact that the disposal of her belongings would create, Chapeau invited 
Charles to collaborate for a second time. Charles agreed to join her in London and create 
11 artworks using her millinery materials. 

She was not aware at that time that the number 11 was repeating itself. She just knew 
that she wanted to give these artworks and letters of gratitude to 11 women who have 
had a direct and inspirational impact on her 22-year journey during her time in the U.K. 
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In the end, it was the words “Do you know how many people you could help?” that her 
friend spoke when she saw a photo of Claudette standing in the midst all her belongings 
that made the hashtag #BeTheLegacy become a reality.  It gave her the strength and 
conviction she needed to finally let go of the possessions that no longer had a valid space 
in her life.  It was time to give them away to people in need. Empowering Chapeau to truly 
let go and step out into a new chapter by leaving her London flat for the last time on 
February 11th 2019. 


The journey actually began in the summer of 2016 when Claudette stumbled upon an 
invitation from the Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture 
to ‘lift every voice’ to co-celebrate the grand opening of The National Museum of African 
American History and Culture. She was fascinated by this building's journey, which 
included the determination of the congressman John Lewis, its special positioning/
location and the corona (crown) design by Sir David F. Adjaye, the heartfelt purpose and 
the vision of the museum’s director in the person of Lonnie Bunch III. 

Claudette named the event Wearing The Corona and asked the video creator, Shawn 
Wayne to live-stream Charles R. Dudley’s installation Journey of Faith in his art studio in 
New York. Claudette live-streamed from the Red Sea in Egypt before the international 
broadcast of President Obama’s opening speech. Mr. Dudley’s installation named 
included a collection of spiritual letters written by his mother throughout his life as he 
travelled the world and on his personal journey of faith as a Christian and a Buddhist.


It would be an honour to have you join us on the opening night, between 6pm and 8pm. 
There will be Live Soul Music, video presentations, including the video How Shakespeare 
inspired Nelson Mandela and how Nelson Mandela inspired Charles R. Dudley and a 
reading of the lyrics The Crown by Gary Byrd that gave birth to this collaboration.
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